Department of Humanities & Cultural Studies
HUM 6586.900 & HUM 6801.900
Theory & Methods for Film & Cultural Studies
Spring 2024, Wednesdays 5 to 7:45pm, CPR 355

Instructor: Dr. Maria Cizmic Office: CPR 370
Email: mcizmic@usf.edu Office Hours: Tuesdays 12 to 2pm
& by appointment


https://plato.stanford.edu/
https://iep.utm.edu/

Walter Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of its Technological Reproducibility,” 251-270
Watch: The Last Bolshevik ([$ ¢2Y 6514z RISEI-yRIS), directed by Chris Marker, 1992

Week 3, 1/24: Hegemony & Structures of Feeling
Raymond Williams, selections from Marxism and Literature, 75-141
Dick Hebdige, Subculture: The Meaning of Style, 1-19

Examples: TBA

Week 4, 1/31: Knowledge, Culture, & Power
Michel Foucault, selections from Discipline and Punish, 170-213
Edward Said, Orientalism, 1-28

Watch: Get Out, directed by Jordan Peele, 2017

Week 5, 2/7: Structuralism and Post-Structuralism

Ferdinand de Saussure, The Course in General Linguistics, 65-70, 110-125

Roland Barthes, Mythologies, 107-160

Judith Williamson, Decoding Advertisements: Ideology and Meaning in Advertising, 11-31

Examples: Advertising from Williamson essay, TBA

Week 6, 2/14: Language and Meanings

Optional: J.L. Austin, selections from How to do things with words, 1-11
Jacques Derrida, “Signature Event Context,” 82-111

M.M. Bakhtin, “From the Prehistory of Novelistic Discourse,” 41-83

Watch: Repentance, directed by Tengiz Abuladze, 1987

Week 7, 2/21: Psychoanalytic Theories

Sigmund Freud, The Interpretation of Dreams, 311-339
Bruce Fink, from The Lacanian Subject, xi-xvii, 3-31
Christian Metz, selections from Imaginary Signifier, 244-276

Watch: Blue Velvet, directed by David Lynch, 1986
Week 8, 2/28: Feminism, Gender, and Sexuality

Laura Mulvey, “Visual Pleasure & Narrative Cinema,” 833-844
Judith Butler, “Performative Acts and Gender Constitution: An Essay in Phenomenology and









Grade Dissemination: Graded assignments in this course will be returned to the students via Canvas;
students can access their scores at any time using “Grades” in Canvas.

Assignment Commentary Policy: The assignments in this class build from low stakes to high stakes. |
provide feedback and expect that students will implement feedback in subsequent assignments.

Late Work Policy: Late assignments will only be accepted when students notify the instructor ahead of the
assignment deadline. The instructor will then decide if the student’s situation warrants a deadline
extension. Points may be deducted for late work.

Extra Credit, Rewrite, and Group Work Policies: No extra credit, no rewrites, and no group work allowed.

Final Examinations Policy: All final exams are to be scheduled in accordance with the University’s final
examination policy.





http://www.turnitin.com/
mailto:help@usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/provost/faculty-success/resources-policies-forms/core-syllabus-policy-statements.aspx
https://www.usf.edu/provost/faculty-success/resources-policies-forms/core-syllabus-policy-statements.aspx



http://www.usf.edu/sos
https://www.usf.edu/title-ix/gethelp/resources.aspx
mailto:va@admin.usf.edu
https://www.usf.edu/undergrad/academic-success-center/writing-studio/
mailto:writingstudio@usf.edu

Senate Bill 266: This statement addresses the implementation of Senate Bill 266 (SB 266), which was
signed by Governor DeSantis on May 15, 2023 and took effect on July 1, 2023. Among other things, the
law includes updates to the requirements of the state’s general education curriculum for bachelor’s
degree programs. This course is not included in Florida’s state general education curriculum; and, this
course does not belong to USF’s Enhanced General Education Curriculum.

It is fundamental to the University of South Florida’s mission to support an environment where divergent
ideas, theories, and philosophies can be openly exchanged and critically evaluated. Consistent with these
principles, this course may involve discussion of ideas that you find uncomfortable, disagreeable, or even
offensive. In the instructional setting, ideas are intended to be presented in an objective manner and not
as an endorsement of what you should personally believe. Objective means that the idea(s) presented
can be tested by critical peer review and rigorous debate, and that the idea(s) is supported by credible
research. Not all ideas can be supported by objective methods or criteria.

In this course, you will be asked to engage with complex ideas and to demonstrate an understanding of
the ideas. Understanding an idea does not mean that you are required to believe it or agree with it. You
may decide which ideas you find worthy of your personal belief.
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