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Richard S. Pollenz, Ph.D. 
 

Director: USF-HHMI STEM Academy 
Professor: Department of Cell Biology, Microbiology and Molecular Biology  

Contact: pollenz@usf.edu, 813-767-3984 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 

PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE OF PHARMACY AND SCIENCE, Philadelphia. PA 
Bachelor of Science in Toxicology, Cum Laude; 5/11/83. 

 Honors: Dean's List, Griffith Scholarship, President's Award
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ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATION 
 

Associate Dean: USF Graduate School (September 2008 to July 2011; full time 1.0 FTE assignment) 
 6,000 Master’s students in 97 programs and 2,300 doctoral students in 42 programs 
 10 colleges on USF-Tampa Campus 
 Staff supervised: 26 
 Direct Reports: 9 
 
 Key Responsibilities 
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Associate Dean: USF Undergraduate Studies and Director: Office for Undergraduate Research  
(July 2011 to January 2017; full time 1.0 FTE assignment) 
~32,000 undergraduate students  
11 colleges on USF-Tampa Campus 
Staff supervised: 
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Undergraduate Research Capacity.  National Society for Experimental Education 
(NSEE). St Petersburg Beach Florida 

 
• Developed an
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A Schematic Overview of the OUR Activities 
 

The OUR activities and initiatives range from recruitment and orientation activities for prospective and 
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USF HHMI STEM ACADEMY PROGRAM 
 

Envisioned and developed the USF-HHMI STEM Academy program 
 

• Director on HHMI grant application that was one of 36 funded 2012 
• $1.2 million total funds through September 2019 
• http://www.usf.edu/admissions/freshman/stem-academy/   

 
The USF-HHMI STEM Academy is an early engagement program for incoming STEM FTIC to promote 
STEM student success and STEM retention.  Student arrive on campus a week before the other FTIC 
students and engage in 19 different modules to create a “community of scholars” and prepare the students 
for integration into the university setting.  Groups of STEM Scholars are mentored by senior-level STEM 
Ph.D. students and successful undergraduate peers, who also receive significant professional development 
training.  
 

• Entering Fall 2015 Cohort 
 • 115 Scholars 

 • 98% first year retention (100% URM retention) 
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Nucleic Acids Research (ad hoc reviewer) 
J. Biochemistry (ad hoc reviewer) 
Human Toxicology (ad hoc reviewer) 
Zebrafish (ad hoc reviewer) 
 

INVITED LECTURES/SEMINARS 
 

Medical College of Chicago, 1991 
University of Illinois at Chicago, 1991 
Johns Hopkins University, 1992 
Meharry Medical College, 1993 
Southern Research Institute, 1993 
Medical University of South Carolina, 1994 
Fort Johnson (NOAA), 1995 
The Institute of Wildlife and Environmental Toxicology, Clemson Univ. 1996 
Michigan State University, Pharmacology and Toxicology, 1997 
University of Texas Medical Branch, Pharmacology and Toxicology, 1999 
Pollution Responses in Marine Organisms Conference (PRIMO), College of William and Mary, 1999 
Clemson University, Dept. Biological Sciences, 1999 
ASPET Meeting, Boston MA, 2000 
Society of Toxicology Meeting, Nashville TN, 2002 
Texas A & M University; Department of Veterinary Science, 2003 



08.2017  
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DEVELOPMENT OF AQUATIC BIOASSAY MODELS FOR EVALUATING PHYSIOLOGICAL 
BASED BIOMARKERS OF EXPOSURE 
Agency: South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium (NOAA)  
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PUBLICATIONS 

 
Refereed Journal Articles 
 
Bold = RSP corresponding author 
Underlined = graduate student or postdoc trained by RSP 
Underlined/italic = undergraduate student trained by RSP 
 
Pollenz: H index: 28; i10 index: 40; Research Gate Score: 34.27 

 

 
 
1) McCarthy, K.D., T. Harmon, J. Prime, and R.S. Pollenz. 1985. Receptor mediated phosphorylation of 

astroglial intermediate filament protein in cultured astroglia. J. Neurochem. 44: 723
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10) Jones, G.B., M.W. Kilgore, R.S. Pollenz, A. Li, J.E. Mathews, J.M. Wright, R.S. Huber, P.L. Tate, 

T.L. Price, and R.P. Sticca.  1996.  Target directed enediyne prodrugs.  hER and AHR 
degradation by a synthetic oxo-enediyne.  Bioorganic & Medicinal Chemistry Letters.  6:1791-
1797. 

 
11) Zabel, E., R.S. Pollenz and RE Peterson.  1996.  Relative potencies of individual polychlorinated 

dibenzo-p-dioxin, dibenzofuran and biphenyl congeners and congener mixtures based on 
induction of cytochrome P4501A.  Envir Tox and Chem.  15: 2310-2318. 

 
12) Pollenz, R.S., Sullivan, H.R., Holmes, J., Necela, B., and Peterson, R.E.  1996.  Isolation and 
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24) Heid, S.E., Pollenz R.S, and Swanson H.I. 2000.  Role of heat shock protein 90 in mediating agonist-

induced activation of the aryl hydrocarbon receptor. Molecular Pharm.  57:82-92 
 
25) 
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specific extracellular matrix interactions that precede branching morphogenesis. Toxicological 
Sciences.  82:46-61 

 
39) Pollenz RS and Dougherty EJ. 2005. Redefining the role of XAP2 and CHIP in the degradation of 

endogenous AHR in cell culture models.  J. Biol. Chem 280:33346-33356.   
 
40) Pollenz RS, Popet J, 
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Manuscripts in Preparation: 
 
Findley-Van Nostrand D. Pollenz, RS. Achievement Goal Orientation and Undergraduate STEM: Self-

Efficacy, Identity and Intention to Change Majors In preparation  
 
Pollenz, RS and Findley-Van Nostrand D.. Undergraduate Student Mis-Perceptions on the Pathway to 

medical School Matriculation . In preparation 
 
Pollenz, RS, Franco, Y, Findley-Van Nostrand D. 
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Pollenz RS 2014. Creating Undergraduate Research Opportunities within Structured Courses through the 
CREATTE Initiative: Processes, Case Studies, and Outcomes, Society of Toxicology Annual 
Meeting, Phoenix AZ 

 
Pollenz, RS 2015. A Model One-Week Residential High School STEM Pre-College Engagement 

Program.  Presented in Workshop Session: Increasing Interest and Engagement in Toxicology 
and STEM Disciplines: The Multiple Modalities of Research and Internship Opportunities for 
High School and Undergraduate Students.  
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 Joyce Jones 
 Amanda Tarkowski (USF Honors College) 
Fall 2008 
 Joyce Jones 
 Amanda Tarkowski (USF Honors College) 
Spring 2009 
 Joyce Jones 
 Amanda Tarkowski (USF Honors College) 
 
Fall 2012 
 Emily Bauer (USF Honors College) 
Spring 2013 
 Emily Bauer (USF Honors College) 
Fall 2013 
 Emily Bauer (USF Honors College) 
Spring 2014 
 Emily Bauer (USF Honors College) Manuscript in preparation 
 Humberto Linero Fuentes 
Fall 2014 
 Elizabeth Loiesel 
Spring 2015 
 Elizabeth Loiesel 
 Des Vyar (USF Honors College) 
 Patrick Couchat (USF Honors College) 
 Mitch Roberts (USF Honors College) 
 Ahmed Mohamed (USF Honors College) 
2016 -2017 
 Grace Hoyte (USF Honors College) 
 

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY SERVICE (2000-present) 
 

2000-2001 
 Faculty Advisory Committee 
 Developmental Biology Search Committee (Chair) 
 
2001-2002 

Faculty Advisory Committee (Chair) 
Curriculum Committee 

 Developmental Biology Search Committee 
 Peer Review of Teaching 
2002-2003 

Faculty Advisory Committee (Chair) 
Curriculum Committee 

 Cell Biology Search Committee (Chair) 
 Peer Review of Teaching 
 Honors Biology class lecture 
2003-2004 

Faculty Advisory Committee (Chair) 
Curriculum Committee 

 Cell Biology Search Committee  
 Peer Review of Teaching 
 Honors Biology class lecture 
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Graduation Lead Marshal (Spring, Summer, Fall) 
2008-2009 
 USF Radiation Safety Council 
 Graduation and Convocation Committee member (through USF Faculty Senate) 

Graduation Lead Marshal (Spring, Summer, Fall) 
Associate Dean USF Graduate School 

 
2009-2010 

USF Radiation Safety Council 
Graduation Lead Marshal (Spring, Summer, Fall) 
Associate Dean USF Graduate School (See committee list in cover letter) 

2010-2011 
Graduation Lead Marshal (Spring, Summer, Fall) 
Associate Dean USF Graduate School (see Academic Administration) 

2011-2012 
Graduation Lead Marshal (Spring, Summer, Fall) 
Associate Dean USF Undergraduate Studies (see Academic Administration) 

2012-2013 
Graduation Lead Marshal (Spring, Summer, Fall) 
Associate Dean USF Undergraduate Studies (see Academic Administration) 
2013-2018 USF Strategic Planning Committee 

2013-2016 
Graduation Lead Marshal (Spring, Summer, Fall) 
Associate Dean USF Undergraduate Studies (see Academic Administration) 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND OUTREACH IN TAMPA (2000-present) 
 

Sports Related 
2000: Head Soccer Coach U5 (Spring and Fall); Club Tampa Palms 
2001: Head Soccer Coach U5 and U10 teams; Club Tampa Palms 
2002-2003: Head Soccer Coach U12; North Tampa Soccer Association 
2007: Freedom HS swim team meet timer 
2007: FHSAA District swim meet timer 
2008: Woman’s Final Four Volunteer 
2008: Freedom HS swim team meet director  
2009: Freedom HS swim team head timer/scorer 
2010: Freedom HS swim team scorekeeper 
2011: Freedom HS swim team scorekeeper 
2012: Freedom HS concessions volunteer 
2013: Wharton HS swim team scorekeeper 
2013: Freedom HS concessions volunteer 
 

Education Related 
2001: Great American Teach In; Plant City High School 
2001: Special Science Lecture; Tampa Palms Elementary School 
2002: Sound technician for school play; Tampa Palms Elementary School 
2003: Career Panel; Riverview High School, Newport Ritchie 
2005: Special lecture for advanced science classes; Liberty Middle School 
2005: Head Judge; Odyssey of the Mind Regional Competition 
2005: Bathroom reconstruction, Tampa Palms Elementary School 
2005: Fall Fundrai
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2005: Faculty Lecture Program; Palm Harbor High School AP science class 
2005: Faculty Lecture Program; “Great American Teach In “.  Gulf High School  

four AP science classes 
2005: Faculty Lecture Program; Lake Region High School AP science class 
2006: Fall Fundraiser Volunteer, Tampa Palms Elementary School 
2006: Chaperone Volunteer, Tampa Palms Elementary School 
2006: Head Judge; Odyssey of the Mind Regional Competition 
2006: Faculty Lecture Program, Brewster Technical Center 
2007: Head Judge; Odyssey of the Mind Regional Competition 
2008: Science Lectures to Liberty Middle School 
2009: Science Lectures to Liberty Middle School 
2010: Freedom High School Keynote Speaker for Science and Math Scholars 
2012: Great American Teach In; Franklin Magnet Middle School 
2013: Science Lectures to Madison Middle School 
2014: Great American Teach In; Madison Middle School 
2015: Great American Teach In; Riverview High School 
2016: STEM PrcS 17
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March 2009 
Role: External Examiner for Dissertation defense.  

  
INTO USF, Indonesia STEM Roadshow Jakarta and Medan
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Cell and Molecular Biology   MUSC Graduate School  Lecturer 
 
Fall 1996, Fall 1997, Fall 1998, Fall 1999 
15-20 students/class 
 
I was responsible for 6 hours of teaching.  The topics were cells, organelles, cell culture and 
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TEACHING AND COURSE DEVELOPMENT:  

THE UNIVERSITY OF SO
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Receptor-Mediated Signal Transduction  USF Dept Biology   Course Director 
 
Spring 2005 
Advanced Graduate; 5 students 
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and Conference Presentation Skills.   Students were required to prepare an abstract/specific aims as well 
as short PPT for presentation to the class.   
 
Department of Biology Curriculum Committee (2001-2006) 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION, WORKSHOPS AND COURSES OFFERED AT 


