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2010 Fulbright Core Scholar Award, Technical University Berlin, Germany 

 

1999  Graduate Student Fellowship, LeRoy Neiman Center for the Study of American Society 

and Culture, University of California, Los Angeles  

 

1998   Chancellor Dissertation Year Fellowship, University of California, Los Angeles 

 

 

 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 

 

 Urban and Community Sociology    

 Space and Place 

 Social Psychology (Emotions and Identity) 

 Environment and Disasters 

 Qualitative Research Methods 

 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

Books (2)  

(own chapters listed under “book chapters” below) 

 

Heimann, T., J. Sommer, M. Kusenbach, and G. Christmann (editors) (2022). Climate Cultures in 

Europe and North America: New Formations

https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/csia/68/5
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/csia/68/5


https://www.cogitatiopress.com/socialinclusion/issue/view/150
http://ijmed.org/issues/35/2/
https://dx.doi.org/10.17169/fqs-24.3.4064
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Kusenbach, M. (2011). “Nearby, Well Known: The Parochial Realm of Neighborhoods.” Lo 

Squaderno: Explorations in Space and Society 19, March: 27-30. 

http://www.losquaderno.professionaldreamers.net/?cat=152 

 

Kusenbach, M., J. L. Simms, and G. A. Tobin (2010). “Disaster Vulnerability and Evacuation 

Readiness: Coastal Mobile Home Residents in Florida.” Natural Hazards 52 (1): 79-95. 

 

Kusenbach, M. (2009). “Salvaging Decency: Mobile Home Residents’ Strategies of Managing the 

Stigma of ‘Trailer Living’.” Qualitative Sociology 32 (4): 399-428. 

 

Reprinted as: “Salvaging Decency.” Pp. 374 -385 in: S. E. Cahill, K. Sandstrom, and C. 

Froyum (editors) (2013). Inside Social Life: Readings in Sociological Psychology and 

Microsociology, Seventh Edition. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.  

 

Kusenbach, M. (2008). “A Hierarchy of Urban Communities: Observations on the Nested Character 

of Place.” City & Community 7 (3): 225-249. 

 

Kusenbach, M. (2006). “Patterns of Neighboring: Practicing Community in the Parochial Realm.” 

Symbolic Interaction 29 (3): 270-306. 

 

Kusenbach. M. (2005). “Across the Atlantic: Current Issues and Debates in US Ethnography.” 

Forum Qualitative Social Research, 6 (3), article 47. http://www.qualitative-

research.net/index.php/fqs/article/view/18/40 

Kusenbach, M. (2003). “Street Phenomenology: The Go-Along as Ethnographic Research Tool.” 

Ethnography 4 (3): 449-479. 

 

Partially reprinted under same title. Pp. 57-

http://www.losquaderno.professionaldreamers.net/?cat=152
http://www.qualitative-research.net/index.php/fqs/article/view/18/40
http://www.qualitative-research.net/index.php/fqs/article/view/18/40
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Kusenbach, M. and K. Paulsen (2019). “Home/House.” Chapter in: Wiley Blackwell Encyclopedia 

of Urban and Reginal Studies, edited by A. Orum. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley Blackwell. DOI: 

10.1002/9781118568446.eurs0551 

 

Kusenbach, M. (2018). “People Like Me: Multiple Belongings Among Senior Mobile Home 

Residents in Florida.” Pp. 43-66 in: Contested Belongings: Spaces, Practices, Biographies, edited 

by K. Davis, H. Ghorashi, M. Eijberts, and P. Smets. Bingley, UK: Emerald. 

 

Kusenbach, M. (2018). “Go-Alongs.” Pp. 433-361 in: SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Data 

Collection, edited by U. Flick. London: Sage.  

 

Kusenbach, M. and K. Paulsen (2013). “Home: An Introduction.” Pp. 1-22 in: Home: International 

Perspectives on Culture, Identity, and Belonging. Edited by M. Kusenbach and K. Paulsen. 

Frankfurt am Main, Germany: Peter Lang Academic Publishing.  

 

Kusenbach, M. (2013). “Place Feelings and Life Stories in Florida Mobile Home Communities.” 

Pp. 199-224 in: Home: International Perspectives on Culture, Identity, and Belonging. Edited by 

M. Kusenbach and K. Paulsen. Frankfurt am Main, Germany: Peter Lang Academic Publishing.  

 

Kusenbach, M. and G. Christmann (2013). “Understanding Hurricane Vulnerability: Lessons from 

Mobile Home Communities.” Pp. 61-84 in: Disaster Resiliency: Interdisciplinary Perspectives 

edited by N. Kapucu, C. Hawkins and F. Rivera. New York: Routledge. 

 

Kusenbach, M. (2012). “Mobile Methods.” Pp. 252-264 in: Handbook of Qualitative Research in 

Education, edited by S. Delamont. Cheltenham, UK: Elgar. 

 

Kusenbach, M. & C. K. Taylor (2012). “Hurricane Evacuation among Mobile Home Residents in 

Florida: The Complex Role of Social Networks.” Pp. 63-83 in: Surviving Disaster: The Role of 

Social Networks, edited by R. Ersing and K. A. Kost. Chicago: Lyceum. 

 

Kusenbach, M. (2008). “Mitgehen als Methode: Der ‘Go-Along’ in der Phaenomenologischen 

Forschungspraxis.” (translation: Going Along as Method: The Go-Along in Phenomenological 

Research Practice)  Pp. 349-358 in: Phaenomenologie und Soziologie: Theoretische Positionen, 

Aktuelle Problemfelder und Empirische Umsetzungen, edited by J. Raab, M. Pfadenhauer, P. 

Stegmaier, J. Dreher, and B. Schnettler. Wiesbaden, Germany: VS Press. (in German)

https://doi.org/10.1002/symb.659


http://www.sociologica.mulino.it/doi/10.2383/32071
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Kusenbach, M. (2004).  Review of Sonya Salamon: Newcomers to Old Towns: Suburbanization of 

The Heartland. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003. Contemporary Sociology 33 (5): 570-

571. 

 

Kusenbach, M. (2002). “Up Close and Personal: Locating the Self in Qualitative Research.” Review 

of Kathleen R. Gilbert (editor): The Emotional Nature of Qualitative Research, Boca Raton: CRC 

Press, 2001, and Amanda Coffey: The Ethnographic Self: Fieldwork and the Representation of 

Identity. Thousand Oaks: Sage, 1999. Qualitative Sociology 25 (1): 149-152.  

 

Kusenbach, M. (1997).  Review of Robert Emerson, Rachel I. Fretz, and Linda L. Shaw: Writing 

Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995.  Kölner Zeitschrift für 

Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie 49 (2):  377-379. (in German) 

 

 

Other Publications (4) 

 

Kusenbach, M. (2019). “X-mas/Weihnachten.” Pp. 509-512 in: Kleines Al(e)phabet des 

Kommunikativen Konstruktivismus (Festschrift for Hubert Knoblauch), edited by B. Schnettler, R. 

Tuma, D. vom Lehn, B. Traue, & T. Eberle. Berlin, Germany: Springer. (in German) 

 

Kusenbach, M. (2007). “Home, Community, and Disaster in Florida Mobile Home Parks.” Disaster 

& Social Crisis Research Network Electronic Newsletter 31 (3): 10-12. 

 

Kusenbach, M. (2005). “News from the Old World: Report of a Conference on Qualitative Social 

Research in Europe.” Qualitative Sociology 28 (1): 117-121. 

 

Kusenbach, M. (1995). “Community of Communities: Shaping Our Future. Observations of the 

Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, Washington, D.C., August 1995.” 

Kölner Zeitschrift für Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie 47 (4): 804-806. (in German) 

 

 

Technical Reports (2) 

 

Collins, A., S. Cramer, J. Norlund, J. L. Simms, M. Kusenbach, and G. A. Tobin (2009). Shooting 

at Hurricanes: Disaster (Mis)Perceptions and (Un)Preparedness of Florida Undergraduate 

Students, University of South Florida (87 pages). 

 

Simms, J., C. T. Bahamondes, D. Carpenter, A. F. Houlis, A. M. Hughes, A. M. McLaughlin, R. K. 

Morris, M. Kusenbach, and G. A. Tobin (2007). “Rain is Refreshing, Wind Braces us Up:” A Pilot 

Study of Hurricane Vulnerability in Ruskin, Florida. University of South Florida (118 pages). 

 

 

WORKS IN PROGRESS 

 

Books (3) 

 

Kusenbach, M. Go-Alongs: A Mobile Ethnographic Method. Sage. (under contract, manuscript in 

progress) 
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Kusenbach, M. and M. Pfadenhauer (editors). (forthcoming 2025). Handbook of Interpretive 

Research Methods in the Social Sciences. Elgar. (under contract, peer review stage, two coauthored 

chapters accepted, two coauthored chapters in progress) 

 

Kusenbach, M. and E. Strom. Precious Walls: Street Art and Politics in Cultural Cities. Sage. (research 

and manuscript in progress) 

 

 

GRANTS AND AWARDS 

 

2023  International Travel Grant, USF ($2,500) 

 

2022 Collaborator on Grant “Spaces of Sociability: Enhancing Copresence and Communal 

Life in Canada”, Mervyn Horgan (PI), University of Guelph. Social Science and 

Humanities Council of Canada ($25,000)  

 

2019  Publications Council Grant, USF ($1,000) 

 

2018 Funding for International Working Group to attend “Brainstorming Conference on 

Transatlantic Research”, March 22-24, 2019, Toronto, Canada. SDAW (Foundation 

for German American Academic Relations) ($2,500) 

 

2017  International Travel Grant, USF, College of Arts and Sciences ($750) 

 

2017  Incentive Award, USF, Research and Innovation ($400) 

 

2014  International Travel Grant, USF ($2,500) 

 

2013 M. Kusenbach (PI). Conference Grant, USF ($5,000) 

 

2009 M. Kusenbach (PI). “Palmetto Beach Service Learning Project.” Bank of America 

($3,000)  

 

2007               M. Kusenbach (PI) and B. Ward (Co-PI). “Community Resources and Disaster 

Resilience in Florida Mobile Home Parks
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2006 N. Yavneh (PI), M. Kusenbach, R. Ersing, G. A. Tobin, and B. Ward (Co-PIs). 

“REU Site: Social Aspects of Hurricanes: Preparation, Response and Recovery with 

Vulnerable Populations.” National Science Foundation, Grant #0649060. 2007–2009 

($265,811) 

 

2005  New Researcher Grant, USF ($2,000)  

 

2005   Research and Development Grant, USF, College of Arts and Sciences ($500) 

  

2004 International Travel Grant, USF ($1,500) 

  

2004 Research and Development Grant, USF, College of Arts and Sciences ($500) 

 

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED TALKS 

 

International  

 

06/24/2024 M. Kusenbach and E. Strom. “Street Art Festivals Between Community and 

Commerce”. Annual conference of Research Committee 21 (Sociology of Urban and 

Regional Development) of the International Sociological Association, Santiago, 

Chile. 

 

07/27/2023 vom Lehn, D. and M. Kusenbach. “Challenges in the International Reception of 

Communicative Constructivism”. Conference “Ten Years After: Current 

Developments in Communicative Constructivism”, Technical University Berlin, 

Germany (in German). 

 

06/27/2023 Kusenbach, M. and E. Strom. “How Street Art Scenes and Festivals Transform 

Cultural Cities in Florida.” International Sociological Association, XX World 

Congress of Sociology, Melbourne, Australia.  

 

06/11/2021 “People Like Me: Belonging and Exclusion Among Senior Mobile Home Residents 

in the American South.” Conference “Studies of Belonging”, Netherlands Institute 

for Advanced Study in the Humanities and Social Sciences (NIAS), Amsterdam, 

Netherlands. 

   

05/17/2021 “Going Along: What Can Mobile Methods Contribute to Qualitative and Interpretive 

Social Research Methods?” University of Vienna, College of Social Sciences, 

Austria (invited). 

 

10/10/2019 “The Trivia Quiz: On the Trivial Construction of Useless Knowledge” (in German). 

Conference “Certainty of Knowledge”, University of Koblenz-Landau, Germany. 

 

06/20/2019 Strom, E. and M. Kusenbach. “Bohemia Growth Machine: Public Art Sites, Tours, 

and Festivals as Urban Development Tools.” European Urban Affairs Association 

(EuUAA) Conference, Dublin, Ireland.  
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05/24/2019 “Three Ways of Doing Urban Ethnography: Exploring Bodies, Interactions, and 

Narratives in the City.” Department of Sociology, Lund University, Sweden 

(invited). 

 

05/17/2019 “Three Ways of Doing Urban Ethnography: Exploring Bodies, Interactions, and 

Narratives in the City.” School of Social Work, Lund University, Sweden (invited). 

 

04/18/2019  “Going and Getting Along: Exploring Neighborhood and Neighboring Through 

Mobile Methods.” Keynote address at conference “The Layered Cake of 

Neighborness”, Center for Independent Social Research, St. Petersburg, Russia 

(invited). 
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07/08/2011 “Mobile Ethnographic Methods: Researching Cities, Communities, and Places While 
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10/22/2010  Tobin, G. A., J. L. Simms, J. L. and M. Kusenbach. “An Examination of Differential 

Vulnerability to Hurricanes among College Students.” 33rd Annual Applied 
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08/18/2001 “Varieties and Meanings of Neighborhood Hustling: How Urban Residents 

   ‘Work’ With Local Resources.”  Annual Meeting of the Society for the Study of 

   Symbolic Interaction, Anaheim, CA. 

 

08/15/2000 “From Places to Practical Maps: Contextualizing Everyday Practices in the 

   Urban Environment.”  Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 

   Association, Washington, DC. 

 

08/13/2000 “Inventing and Invoking the Block: Some Features of Interaction in the 

  Parochial Realm.” Annual Meeting of the Society for the Study of Symbolic  

 Interaction, Washington, DC. 

 

08/09/1999 “Feeling the Field: Understanding the Researchers’ Emotions in Ethnographic 

Fieldwork.” Annual Meeting of the Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction, 

Chicago, IL. 

 

04/17/1999 “A Negative Case? How Crime and Disorder Create(d) a Neighborhood.” 

   Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, Portland, OR. 

 

04/15/1999 “The Meaning of Familiar Places in People’s Biographies and Everyday 

 Lives.” Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, Portland, OR. 

 

04/19/1998 “Managing the Past: Being German and Doing Fieldwork in a Jewish 

Neighborhood in Hollywood.” Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, 

San Francisco, CA. 

 

08/09/1997 “What Kind of Neighborhood is this? An Ethnographic Neighborhood Study 

   in Hollywood.” Annual Meeting of the American Sociological 

   Association, Toronto, Canada. 

 

07/05/1997 “Home and Work in Hollywood: Images from an Ethnographic Neighborhood 

   Study.” Annual Meeting of the International Visual Sociology Association,  

  Boston, MA.  

 

04/19/1997 “Tracing the City. Spatial Practices in the Everyday Lives of Hollywood 

Residents.” Annual Meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association, San Diego, CA. 

 

04/18/1997 “Right Lane Must Exit: Driving the Freeways in Los Angeles.” Annual Meeting of the 

Pacific Sociological Association, San Diego, CA. 

 

 

Local 

 

10/31/2018 “Community Resilience and Disasters”. Conference: “Reports from the Frontier II—

Lessons Learned From Hurricanes: Preparation, Recovery, and Resilience.” 

University of South Florida St. Petersburg, FL (invited). 
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09/12/2008 Respondent to Rick Lowe (Artist). Conference “Art as a Catalyst for Social 

Transformation.” University of South Florida, Tampa (invited). 

 

03/15/2007 “Community and Disaster in Florida Mobile Home Parks.” Presentation given to 

officers and members of the FMO (Federation of Manufactured Home Owners of 

Florida) at District 10 Meeting, Ruskin, FL (invited). 

 

 

 

TEACHING 

 

Undergraduate Courses  

(taught at various institutions since 1999) 

 

•    Introduction to Sociology   •   Emotions in Society 

•    Sociology of Everyday Life   •   Art and Urban Life 

•    Contemporary Social Problems  •   Sociological Research Experience 

•    Social Problems through Film  •   Interdisciplinary Community Research 

•    Urban Life/Urban Sociology  •   Service Learning Internship   

    

Graduate Courses  

(taught at various institutions since 2003) 

 

•    City and Community    •   Ph.D. Proseminar: Cities in Contexts 

•    Urban Life in the United States  •   Ph.D. Proseminar: Place, Emotion, Identity 

•    Space and Place    •   Ph.D. Proseminar: Social Problems 

•    Community and Disaster   •   Ph.D. Capstone: Dissertation Proposal 

•    Qualitative Research Methods   •   Interpretive Methods of Social Research 

•    Ethnography    •   Graduate Grantsmanship  

•    Professional Development Seminar          •   Academic Writing for Ph.D. Students 

•    Emotions in Everyday Life 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE  

 

Conference Activities 

 

2024  Co-Organizer of two Sessions “Scales of Displacement and Emerging Spaces of 

Encounter and Mobilization I & II” at the Annual conference of Research Committee 

21 (Sociology of Urban and Regional Development) of the International Sociological 

Association, Santiago, Chile. 

 

2023 Co-Organizer of two Regular Paper Sessions (“Conversation Analysis and 

Ethnomethodology 1 & 2”), ASA Conference, Philadelphia. 
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2023 Co-organizer of Ad Hoc Session “Neighbour Culture around the World: Challenges 

and Opportunities”. Organizer of RC21 Session “Urban Art between Community and 

Artwashing”. XX ISA World Congress, Melbourne, Australia. 

 

2022 Co-organizer of Thematic Plenary 
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INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE  
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COMMUNITY SERVICE AND MEDIA 

 

2023 – pres. Member of Social Science Subcommittee of Tampa Bay Estuary Program 

 

My community service aims to bring scholarly insights on disaster vulnerability and resilience into 

the practical realm of disaster planning and preparedness. Since 2010, I have given presentations to 

various communities and organizations. I regularly talk with Florida emergency planners to help 

mobile home park residents prepare for, and recover from, disasters. My expertise in this area has 

led to several appearances on local television and citations in local and national newspapers. 

Additionally, starting in 2021, I have been contacted by several international journalists for 

interviews and background information about street art and graffiti scenes in global cities. (Details 

available upon request.)  

 

 

ORGANIZATION MEMBERSHIPS 

 

1994 –   pres. American Sociological Association (ASA) 

   Section: Community and Urban Sociology  

   Section: Sociology of Emotions (2003-2015)  

 

1999 –  pres. Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction (SSSI)
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Ph.D., M.A. and Honors Students 

 

Ph.D. Students (30) 

 
Daria Zavodskaia Communication Committee Member 2024 – present  

Viktoryia Sliaptsova Sociology Faculty Mentor 2023 
Donald Mullins Political Science Dissertation Co-Chair 2023 – present 
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Marc Settembrino Sociology  Thesis Chair 2009 – 2011  
Daniel Carpenter Geography Committee Member 2009 
Christina Brown Sociology  Committee Member 2008 – 2010   

Christiana Chekoudjian Sociology  Committee Member 2008 – 2009  
Sean Curry Sociology  Thesis Chair 2008 – 2009 

Nicole Dodd Architecture  Committee Member 2008  
Aaron Christopher Howell Sociology  Thesis Chair 2007 – 2008 

Courtney Glover Sociology  Committee Member 2007 – 2008 
Shawn Perkins Sociology  Committee Member 2006 – 2007 

Andrea Wagganer Sociology  Committee Member 2005 – 2006 
Samantha Kennedy Sociology  Committee Member 2004 – 2005 

Ilir Disha



 

 

 


