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Education 
 
Ph.D.  University of South Florida, August 2019 

Communication Sciences & Disorders 
Dissertation: Supporting Persons with Dementia in Communicating their Care 
Preferences 

 
M.A.   Central Michigan University, May 2016 

Speech-Language Pathology 
Thesis: Caregiver Attitudes Toward Aggression in Persons with Dementia  

 
B.S.   James Madison University, May 2014, magna cum laude 

Communication Sciences and Disorders; Minor, Exceptional Education  
 
Professional Positions 
 
2022-Present Adjunct Instructor, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 
 
2022-Present Speech-Language Pathologist, The Pavilion at Hanna Oaks, Tampa, FL 
 
2021-Present Speech-Language Pathologist, Brandon Health and Rehabilitation, Brandon, FL 
 
2020-Present Mentor, The Medical SLP Collective, Online Forum.  
 
2019-Present  Research Consultant, Project Title: Increasing the Preference-Based Care of 

People in Ohio’s Nursing Homes with a Special Focus on People Living with 
Dementia, Funded by the Ohio Department of Medicaid, Multi-Site Project. 

 
2019-2021 Advanced Fellow in Geriatrics, Durham VA Health Care System, Geriatric 

Research, Education, and Clinical Center, Durham, NC 
 
2018-2019  Research Consultant, Project Title: Implementation, Dissemination, and 

Maintenance of Person-Centered Dementia Care, Funded by the Geriatric 
Workforce Enhancement Program, Tallahassee & New Port Richey, FL  

 
2017-2019 Graduate Instructor, University of South Florida, Tampa, FL 
 
2017-2019 Clinical Fellow Speech-Language Pathologist, University of South Florida, 

Tampa, FL 
 
2016 - 2017 Clinical Fellow Speech-Language Pathologist, Voices of Hope for Aphasia, St. 

Petersburg, FL 
 
2016 Speech-Language Pathology Intern, Jersey Shore University Medical Center, 
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Neptune, NJ 
 
2012 – 2016 Activities Assistant, Bridgeway Senior Care Center, Hillsborough, NJ 
 
2014 – 2015  Graduate Research Assistant, Central Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant, MI 
  
2013 – 2014 Student Body Vice President, James Madison University, Harrisonburg, VA 
&
Professional Memberships 
 

Gerontological Society of America, 2020-Present 
 

Global Implementation Society, 2018-Present 
 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, 2018-Present 

 
Academy of Neurogenic Communication Disorders and Sciences, 2017-Present 

 
American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine, 2020-2021 
 
Society for Implementation and Research Collaboration, 2020-2021 

 
Academy Health, 2018-2019 

 
Research 
 

Research Interests: Compensatory memory and communication supports for dementia; 
non-pharmacological approaches to managing behaviors in dementia; person-centered 
care; staff and caregiver training; implementation science 
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Burshnic, V. L. (June 2018) Employee attitudes towards aggression in persons with 
dementia: Readiness for wider adoption of person-
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President, Central Michigan University’s NSSLHA Chapter, 2014-2015 
 
Co-Founder, Inter-professional Health Education Alliance of Central Michigan 
University, 2015 
 
Volunteer, Special Olympics of Michigan, Healthy Hearing Screenings, April 2015 
     

 
Teaching 
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