
Action Steps for Service-Level Change at Each Intercept
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Action for System-Level Change
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including care coordination, access to medication, 
integrated dual disorder treatment (IDDT) as 
appropriate, prompt access to benefits, health 
care, peer support, and housing; IDDT is an 
essential evidence-based practice (EBP)

•	 Screening: Inform diversion opportunities and need 
for treatment in jail with screening information 
from Intercept 2

•	 Court Coordination: Maximize potential for 
diversion in specialty treatment courts or 
non-specialty courts

•	 Service Linkage: Link to comprehensive services, 
including care coordination, access to medication, 
IDDT as appropriate, trauma-specific programs, 
prompt access to benefits, health care, peer 
support, and housing

•	 Court Feedback: Monitor progress with scheduled 
appearances (typically directly by court); promote 
communication and information sharing between 
non-specialty courts and service providers by 
establishing clear policies and procedures 

•	 Jail-Based Services: Provide services consistent 
with community and public health standards, 
including appropriate psychiatric medications; 
coordinate care with community providers

•	 Screening: Screen all individuals under community 
supervision for mental illness and substance 
use disorders; link to necessary services; use a 
criminal risk-needs-responsivity approach

•	Maintain a Community of  Care: Connect individuals 
to employment, including supportive employment; 
facilitate engagement in IDDT and supportive health 
services; link to housing; facilitate collaboration 
between community corrections and service 



The Sequential Intercept Model
Developed by Mark R. Munetz, MD, and Patricia 
A. Griffin, PhD, in conjunction with the GAINS 
Center, the Sequential Intercept Model provides a 
conceptual framework for communities to organize 
targeted strategies for justice-involved individuals 
with behavioral health disorders. Within the criminal 
justice system there are numerous intercept points 
— opportunities for linkage to services and for 
prevention of further penetration into the criminal 
justice system.

The Sequential Intercept Model has been used as 
a focal point for states and communities to assess 
available resources, determine gaps in services, 
and plan for community change. These activities are 
best accomplished by a team of stakeholders that 


