
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
 
Researchers at the University of South Florida develop novel technology to 
naturally  purify  water using cactus mucilage 
 
TAMPA, Fla.  (Aug . 19, 2015) – Universi t y  of  South Florida  (USF) scient i s t s  have  devel oped a 
natural,  non- tox i c  and  renewable s yst em  to  puri f y  water  usin g  cactus  muci lage . This  novel  and  
patented  technol o g y  was  ex cl us i vel y  lic ens ed  fro m  USF to  Clean  Water  by  Nature, LLC, to  
devel op and  comm e rciali z e  product s  and  proc es s e s  to  puri f y  water.  
 
The  innovative  technol o gy  is  based  on research  co nduct ed  at  the  Unive rsi t y  of  South Florida  by  
Norma  Alcantar,  Ph.D., profes s or  in  the  Departm ent  of  Chemical  and  Biomedi cal  Engineeri n g  at  
USF.  Dr.  Alcantar  and  her  team  have found that  muci lage  (ex tract)  from  the  comm on and  easi l y  
gro wn  prickl y  pear  cactu s  (Opuntia ficus-indica
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