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Strategic Competition in the Arctic Still Decades Away

Introduction
The Arctic has a reputation for being dark, cold, and inhospitable 
but melting sea ice has made natural resources more accessible 
and opened shipping lanes, drawing the attention of the great 
powers. In 1996, to deal with competing interests the eight Arctic 
nations (Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, 
Sweden, and the United States) signed the Ottawa Treaty creating 
the Arctic Council. This council is an intergovernmental forum 
promoting cooperation in the region and involves 13 non-Arctic 
nations including China, France, India, Japan, and Poland. Most 
of the Arctic nations are U.S. Allies. Once Sweden joins NATO, 
Russia will be the only Arctic nation not in the alliance. Even 
with its allies, American capabilities in the region are challenged 
by Russia. Comparatively, Russia has extensive infrastructure 
and military bases in the region and has amassed the largest 
�L�F�H�E�U�H�D�N�H�U���À�H�H�W���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���Z�L�W�K���������V�K�L�S�V�����7�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V��
�K�D�V���¿�Y�H���D�Q�G���&�K�L�Q�D���R�Q�O�\���W�K�U�H�H�����(�Y�H�Q���L�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���L�W�V��
�D�O�O�L�H�V���F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���D�V�V�H�W�V�����L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�Q�O�\���������L�F�H�E�U�H�D�N�H�U�V����
Icebreakers alone do not indicate a nation’s Arctic capability, 
but provide one indicator to be considered along with military 
bases, regional infrastructure, and air forces. Considering this 
situation, three main factors have pulled the great powers to the 
region. (1) The year-on-year reduction of sea ice has allowed 
greater access to shipping lanes and natural resources. (2) New 
technologies have made the region more accessible. This includes 
�P�R�G�H�U�Q���L�F�H�E�U�H�D�N�H�U�V�����D�O�O���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U���D�L�U�V�W�U�L�S�V����



Strategic Competition in the Artic still Decades Away
DB9

https://www.usf.edu/gnsi/research-policy/decision-briefs.aspx

Yet, other barriers will likely keep the Arctic lanes from 
emerging as massive shipping routes in the next few decades. 
Increased insurance premiums, extreme seasonal weather and 
sea conditions, along with the respective rules of each of the 
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���(�(�=�V���Z�L�O�O���O�L�P�L�W���P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H���W�U�D�I�¿�F�����7�R���S�X�W���W�K�L�V���L�Q�W�R���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W����
�V�K�L�S�V���H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���$�U�F�W�L�F���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���I�U�R�P���a�����������V�K�L�S�V���D��






